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The year 2010 marks Roaring RƛǾŜǊ IŀǘŎƘŜǊȅΩǎ ŎŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭ. Roaring River Hatchery is very important to 

the park and the community. Of course the park offers a great deal of natural beauty and recreational 

opportunities but its main draw is the superior trout fishing. The hatchery raises and stocks at least 

250,000 trout each season. Those trout are also responsible for as many as 122,000 fishing trips here 

each season. These multitudes of anglers bring their families and friends along with them.  Of course all 

those people contribute to the local economy.  Many businesses benefit, not only the obvious ones such 

as restaurants, motels, grocery stores, fly shops, private campgrounds, and Wal-Mart, but businesses 

such as the hardware store and the car dealers have indicated that business improves with the onset of 

trout season. 

In some respects even more valuable than the economic impact of all those trout are the social 

ramifications. Generations of families have been creating wonderful memories while coming to Roaring 

River to fish.  For most of those 100 years parents have been introducing their kids to the wonderful 

sport of trout fishing. Those kids in turn grow up and bring their kids to trout fish. Anglers speak about 

having a favorite hole in the park to fish because it was the one that their families loved to fish or where 

they were successful for the first time. On opening day there are anglers who get to know people 

around them and enjoy coming back to the same location in the park year after year knowing they will 

get to interact with the same people they got to know in past years. Roaring River is definitely a family 

oriented park; aǊƻǳƴŘ нн҈ ƻŦ wƻŀǊƛƴƎ wƛǾŜǊΩǎ Řŀƛƭȅ ǘŀƎǎ are sold to kids 15 and younger. This percentage 

is higher than any of the other trout parks.  Cassville schools have long celebrated άTrout Dayέ as a day 

off for students when Opening Day of trout season falls on a school day.  

Opening Day is as much about social tradition as it is about trout fishing.  For many years the official 

opening of the season has been marked by an official firing a gun at 6:30 a.m. on March 1. Back in the 

мфслΩǎ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛΩǎ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ WŀƳŜǎ YƛǊƪǇŀǘǊƛŎƪ ǘƻƻƪ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ǌƻƭƭ for the many years he was in 

office. CǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ YƛǊƪǇŀǘǊƛŎƪ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ wƻŀǊƛƴƎ wƛǾŜǊ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άDŜƳ ƻŦ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛ {ǘŀǘŜ tŀǊƪǎέΦ  

When ask about giving Roaring River the special recognition and repeatedly coming to this park the 

/ŀǎǎǾƛƭƭŜ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ άL ŎƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩƳ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ welcome and I truly 

ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ wƻŀǊƛƴƎ wƛǾŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦέ  In fact in 1980 when President Regan led 

Republicans to landslide victories in public offices throughout the country, Kirkpatrick was the only 

Democrat to lead in Barry County, traditionally a Republican leaning county.  The Cassville Republican 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ά!ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ WƛƳƳȅΩǎ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀƛŘ ƻŦŦΦέ Other Missouri Secretaries of 

State continued the tradition until 2006.  Since then the honor has gone to individuals who have special 

significance to the Park. 



 

Missouri Secretary of State James Kirkpatrick with Conservation Agent Charles Marrs (Fields Photo) 

The hatchery was built as part of a resort by a man who could truly be described as an entrepreneur, 

Roland E. Bruner. Born in 1860 in Pennsylvania to a poor German family and later moving to Wellsville, 

Kansas where he graduated from high school and where he met his wife Hannah McLain. They had a 

very fancy wedding on May 30, 1883 at 9:00 pm in Wellsville. Opposites attract and that was especially 

true for them. Roland was dynamic, constantly going and doing, and of modest means. Hannah was a 



quiet woman from a wealthy family, educated back east, a musician, and a larger person than her 

husband. Roland also always called his wife Lollie. They had four sons and a daughter.    

 

(Betty Bruner Layton Photo) 



hƴŜ ƻŦ .ǊǳƴŜǊΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƛƴŜǊΦ IŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ !ƴŀŎƻƴŘŀ 

Mining Company. He accumulated a vast collection of over 10,000 gems and minerals which he 

displayed freely to the public in his Kansas City home.  It was during his mining ventures that he 

discovered two other gems. In Colorado he learned to appreciate Rainbow Trout not so much as an 

angler but for how they were raised.  He also had dealings in Pitcher Oklahoma on the edge of the 

Ozarks which probably led him to discover another gem- Roaring River.  He saw the quaint village that 

was here at the time with the beautiful spring producing abundant cold clear water and envisioned a 

resort that thrived on fishing and tourism.  As early as 1902 he started buying land in Roaring River 

Township. By 1910 he started a hatchery, converted a water mill built in 1865 into a hotel and 

restaurant and built a cabin for his family. Eventually he built cabins to rent, a hydroelectric plant, an ice 

house, a swimming pool, and a laundry. He continued to add to his holding until he acquired nearly 

3,500 acres. 

 

Bruner Family Cabin (Betty Bruner Layton Photo) 

Bruner stocked his hatchery with fish shipped on the railroad from Colorado to Monett, Missouri about 

25 miles to the north of Roaring River.  He would pick them up using his very early model truck equipped 

with a tank. This was no easy task due to the poor condition of the roads at the time. Eventually he 

constructed some raceways and a hatchery building.  In December 1925 the Cassville Democrat stated 

ǘƘŀǘ ά9Ƴƛƭ 5ƛƭƭƛƴƎŜǊ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ wƻŀǊƛƴƎ wƛǾŜǊ CƛǎƘ IŀǘŎƘŜǊȅ 

reported that he had been busy taking spawn or eggs, from the large Rainbow trout harvesting 175,000 



eggs.  Sixty one thousand eggs were taken the week before.  Dillinger was expecting a 50 to 60 percent 

ƘŀǘŎƘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜέΦ  In an article entƛǘƭŜŘ ά! WƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƛƴ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wƻŀǊƛƴƎ 

wƛǾŜǊ wƻŘ ŀƴŘ Dǳƴ /ƭǳōέ by Emory Melton published in the Barry County Advertiser using information 

ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ .ǊǳƴŜǊΩǎ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǘŎƘŜǊȅ was producing around 80,000 

trout per year iƴ ǘƘŜ мфнлΩǎΦ Bruner charged $1.00 to fish with a limited catch.  

 

Raceways Being Constructed (Betty Bruner Layton Photo) 

 

Roland Bruner Working with Trout (Betty Bruner Layton Photo) 


