Roaring River Hatchery Centennial

By Jerry Dean

The yea2010marksRoaring R @S NJ | | { OK S Rdahg RiverdHtdhery'ig verly iportant to
the park and the community. Of course the park offers a great deal of natural beauty apdtiecal
opportunities but its main drawvs the superior trout fishing.he hatchery raises and stocks at least
250,000trout each season.fbse trout arealsoresponsible for as many as 122,000 fishings here
each seasonThese multitudes of anglers brintheir families and friendalong with them. Of course all
those people contribute to the local economy. Many businesses benefibnly the obvious ones such
as restaurants, motels, grocery stor#lg,shoys, private campgroundsand WalMart, but businesss
such as the hardware store atite car dealers have indicatébat business improves with the onset of
trout season

In some respectswen more véuable than the economic impaof all those trout arehe social
ramifications. Generations of familiesvyebeencreating wonderful memories whileoming to Roaring
River to fish.For most of those 100 years parei@vebeen introducing their kids to the wonderful
sport of trout fishing Those kids in turn grow up and bring their Kidl$rout fish. Anglersspeakabout
having a favorite hole the parkto fishbecausdt was the one that their families loved toli®rwhere
they were successful for the first time. On opening day there are anglers who get to know people
around them and enjoy coming back to the same location in the ypeak after year knowinthey will
get to interact withthe samepeople they got to kaw in past yearsRoaring River is definitely a family
oriented park; A2 dzy R H > 2 F w2 | A& sbldto kds ChSRndyéunger | Thi§ perceinthgd a
is higher than any of the other trout park&€assville schools have long celebrai@ut Day as a day
off for students wherOpening Day of trout season falls on a school day.

Opening Day is as much abaafcial traditionas it is about trout fishing. For many years the official

opening of the season has been marked by an official firing atg6u30 a.m. on March.1Back in the
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When ask aboutiging Roaring River the special recognitéomd repeatedly coming to this park the
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Republicans to landslide victories in public offices throughout the country, Kirkpatrick was the only

Democrat to lead in Barry Countyaditionally a Republican leaning county. The Cassville Republican
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State continued the traditin until 2006 Since tlen the honor has gone tmdividuals who have special

significance to the Park.



Missouri Secretary of State James Kirkpatriith @onservation Agent Charles Mafffselds Photo)

Thehatchery was bilt as part of a resoby a man who could truly bdescribed as an entpgenedur,

Roblnd E. BruneBorn in 1860 in Pennsylvania to a poor German family and later moving to Wellsville,
Kansas where he graduated from high school and where he met his wife Hannah Mbkgihad a

very fancy wedding on May 30, 1883 at 9:00 pm in Wellsville. Oppositestadtrd that was especially
true for them. Roland was dynamic, constantly going and doing, and of modest meanshieasna



guiet woman from a wealthy family, educated back east, a musician, and a larger person than her
husband. Bland also always calledshwifeLollie. They had four sons and a daughter.
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Mining Company. He accumulated a vast collection of over 10,000 genmiaehls which he

displayed freely to the public in his Kansas City holheas during his mining ventures that he
discovered two other gems. In Coloralde learned toappreciate Rainbow Trout not so much as an
angler butfor how they were raised. Hdso had dealings in Pitcher Oklahoma on the edge of the
Ozarks which probably led him to discoe@other gem Roaring RiverHe saw the quaint villagdat

was here at the time with the beautiful spring producing abundaoitl clear water and envisioned
resort that thrived on fishing and tourism. As early as 1902 he started buying land in Roaring River
Township. By 1910 he started a hatchery, converted a water mill built in 1865 into a hotel and
restaurantand built a cabin for his family. Eventually luilt cabinsto rent, a hydroelectric plant, an ice
house, a swimminggmol, and a laundry. He continuéd add to his holding until he acquired nearly
3,500 acres.
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Bruner Family CabiiBetty Bruner Layton Photo)

Brunerstocked his hatchery with fish shipped the railroadfrom Colorado to MonettMissouri about

25 miles tothe north of Roaring Rér. Hewould pick them upusing his very early model truck equipped

with a tank. This was no easy task due to the poor t@rdof the roads at the timeEventually he
constructedsomeraceways and a hatchery building. In December 1925 the Cassville Democrat stated
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reported that he had been busy taking spawn or eggs, from the large Rainbow trout harvesting 175,000



eggs. Sixty one thousand eggs were taken the week before. Dillingexpexing &0 to 60 percent
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trout peryeary K S Bwugenchafy&dd$1.00 to fish with a limited catch.

Raceways Being Construct@etty Bruner Layton Photo)

Roland Bruner Workingith Trout(Betty Bruner Layton Photo)



